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line, and then held apart with retractors while an attempt is made to pull 
out the prostate with the fingers. This may be easy at times, at others, when 
the capsule is thin and adherent to the parenchyma of the gland, it may be 
a very difficult procedure. The urethra beiDg clearly marked by the cathe¬ 
ter, the dissection is stopped before it is reached. Clamps are then applied 
and the prostatic tissue resected. The operation is usually easy, is not ac¬ 
companied by much hemorrhage, and can be performed in a short space of 
time in contradistinction to the Dittel operation which, as Buchhardt has 
aptly stated, is not technically easy, requires about three hours to perform, 
and is usually accompanied by much hemorrhage. Only further clinical 
experience can show as to whether the chances of recurrence are greater 
after one operation than they are from the other, but the chances at present 
would seem to be about the same. 

Two Cases of Obscure Abdominal Pain; Operations; Results.— Psit- 
chabd (British Medical Journal , December 27, 1902) reports the following 
cases: Case L, woman, aged fifty-three years, had for twenty-three years been 
subject to intermittent attacks of acute epigastric pain accompanied by 
vomiting, and lasting, as a rule, for two or three days. The first attack was 
characterized by jaundice and the usual sy mptomB of biliary colic, but no 
calculus was discovered in the stools. There was no history of any illness 
except an attack of malarial fever. Three months before the operation the 
patient noticed that her water became highly colored and the motions pale. 
Soon afterward she began to feel definitely ill; there was considerable pain 
in the epigastric region, slightly to the right of the median line, and a tem¬ 
perature of 105° F. This temperature soon became remittent and marked 
jaundice developed. The patient was better one day and worse the next, and 
as she was steadily becoming weaker an exploratory laparotomy was finally 
performed, three months after the date of the beginning of her illness. 
This was absolutely negative in indicating the cause of her condition. The 
liver and gall-bladder and, in fact, all the abdominal organs were found to 
be normal in every way. The temperature became normal after the opera¬ 
tion and remained so for eight days, but on the ninth day it rose to 104° F., 
and again another rise five Idays later. The skin now began to have the 
peculiar bronze tinge of Addison’s disease, and there were patches of almost 
completely black pigment on the back of the hands and lower parts of the 
arms. The scar of the wound was not pigmented. The patient was in a 
very asthenic condition. Believing in the possibility of disease of the 
adrenals, small doses of arsenic and strychnine were given, and the patient 
immediately began to improve and in a few weeks was well enough to go 
home. 

Case II.—Woman, aged fifty-seven years, who complained of pain in the 
right epigastric region, at the level of the junction of the seventh intercostal 
cartilage. This pain was intermittent, neuralgic, shooting through to the 
back, and generally at its severest about three hours after a meal. Diet did 
not affect the severity of the attacks, which were generally accompanied by 
flatulency. Any vibration, such as riding in a carriage, increased the pain. 
Best in bed and medicines having proven of no benefit, an exploratory lapar¬ 
otomy was performed. This showed a mass of fiiirly dense, fibrous adhesions 
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connecting the upper portion of the duodenum with the right border of the 
stomach. The duodenum at its junction with the stomach was kinked at 
rather an acute angle and there were a few additional adhesions which ex¬ 
tended to the free border of the liver and to the structures in the neighbor¬ 
hood. On releasing the adhesions the stomach fell back into its normal 
position. It was then opened, a rather narrow pylorus freely stretched, and 
then the wounds were closed. The patient made a rapid recovery and was 
free from pain for a period of four months, when it returned and was as severe 
as before and presented similar characteristics. 

The Treatment of Cancerous Affections of the Skin by Means of the 
X-rays. — Taylor {Liverpool Medico- Chirurgieal Journal, October, 1902) re¬ 
ports the following inoperable cases treated by this method: Case I., man, 
aged sixty-fonr years, suffering from a rodent ulcer of eight years’ duration, 
affecting the outer canthus of the left eye and lids and the skin, covering the 
prominence of the malar bone and its orbital prominence. The treatments 
were given twice weekly with a current of three amperes and a duration of 
twenty minutes. After eight treatments a reaction set in which was attended 
by destruction of the newly formed epithelium and surrounding epidermis. 
The treatment was suspended for three weeks and then resumed when the 
duration was only five minutes, and in one week the patient was completely 
cured and has remained so until the present date. 

Case II.—Man, aged fifty-nine years, who suffered from lupu3 erythematosus 
of the face which was undergoing a spontaneous cure. On his nose, how¬ 
ever, was a large, soft, vascular, cauliflower-like growth involving the whole 
surface of that organ. Nine years previously he had been successfully 
operated on for epithelioma of the lower lip. As much as possible of the 
disease of the nose was curetted away, and then Che raw surface was sub¬ 
mitted to the rays, as in Case I., the other portions of the face being carefully 
protected with a lead-foil mask. In fourteen weeks the patient was com¬ 
pletely well, but lately there has been a slight recurrence on the left cheek. 
This is improving steadily under treatment. 

Case III.—Man, aged eighty-two years, with a rodent ulcer on the side ot 
the nose and at inner canthus, of twenty years’ duration. Similarly treated, 
and the ulcer completely healed in about six months, and as yet there has 
been no recurrence. 

Case IV.—Man, aged seventy-eight years, suffering from a rodent cancer of 
the left side of the scalp and pericranium of thirteen years’ duration. Its 
dimensions were six inches long by three inches wide. The treatment has 
been applied during the past twelve months as often as the health of the old 
man permitted him to attend the hospital. Fully two-thirds of the ulcers 
are healed, but the disease has spread somewhat posteriorly and over the 
zygomatic process, and some of the newly cicatrized tissue is breaking down. 
This case, taken in conjunction with others of a similar character, suggests 
that the X-ray treatment is not so satisfactory when cancerous affections of 
the skin involve osseous structures, as when the disease is confined entirely 
to the soft parts. 

In Case V. no escharotic effect was produced, and judging from the other 
cases the author thought that the results would have been more satisfactory 



